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"Women paved the participation way"

                                              (17)

                                  Hekmat Abu Zed

    The first woman minister of the Social Affairs in Egypt.

             At the beginnings of the sixties, the late leader Gamal Abdel Nasser issued a republican decision to appoint Hekmat Abu Zeid as a minister of the Social Affairs in Egypt to become the second woman in the Arab world who became a minister after Naziha Eldlemi. Through her position, she opened the scope for the Egyptian woman to hold leading positions. Through her position, she managed of turning the ministry into a ministry for the society and the family. Also she extended her activities to reach all the villages of the country by establishing branches of the ministry.

           Dr\ Hekmat Abu Zaid was born in Assuit on 1920, emerged in Elsheikh Dawood village which is a part of the local unit in Snobo, Alkosia headquarter.
Her village didn't know any thing about schools or education and this was on thirties of the last century.

                Her father was a headmaster in the gauge, so ha looked after his daughter and enabled her of the traveling everyday from her village to Dairot where she learned in the primary and preparatory schools. And when she entered the secondary schools she lived far from her family to be able to continue her scientific future in Helwan Secondary School. In this time, there weren't a university in Helwan, so she stayed in "Banat Elashraf" Association which was established by the late leader Nabwia Mosa. During her studying in the secondary stage, she leaded the students' demonstration against Britain and the palace, and this annoyed the authority, as a result she was dismissed from the school and she was obliged to continue her studying at Princess Faiza School in Alexandria.

            In 1940, Hekmat joined the history department in the Faculty of Arts, Foad Alawal University. She preferred the social science as a result of her national concern about the human society and her knowledge about the importance of having a message and a vision in the life. She didn't satisfied with that but she got the high education diploma from the high education ministry in Cairo on 1944, then she got the master degree from Saint Andrew University in Scotland on 1950, then she got the PHD in psychology from London University in England on 1955.finally, she returned to Egypt and at once she was appointed in the Girls Faculty at Ain Shams University.
                    On 1962, she was selected as a member in the preparatory committee in the National Council, then she discussed some passages of the National convention with the late president Gamal Abdel Nasser, and she disagreed with the late president about the definition of the mental adolescence and the support of the revolutionary activity. All that made the late president Gamal Abdel Nasser be admired with her.

                       When she was appointed as a minister, she established a lot of projects which are still until now such as the productive families' project, and the rural pioneers' project, and the renaissance of the rural woman project. She also expanded the activities and the developing services of the national associations.

                     On 1964, she participated in issuing the law 64 which was the first law to organize the work in the national associations. On 1969, she supervised the project of the dislodging of the Nopa people after they exposed to the drowning more than on time. After the death of the late president Gamal Abdel Nasser, she returned to the University to teach the rural and urbanism sociology and to benefit the students of her great experience in Cairo University. She kept on her revolutionary and national theme until now.

                      On 1972, she headed the national centre for penal and social researches and still in this position until 1975. Then she headed the Egyptian Association for the Cultural Integration. On seventies, she participated as a member in a lot of cultural and scientific positions such as being a member in the Education Sector in the High Council for Universities, a member in the Council of the Faculty of Arts in Cairo University, a member in the Social Studies Committee in the High Council for Culture, a member in the Board of the Directors of the United Nations Association, a member in the Board of the Directors of the Historical Studies Association, a member in the National Councils specified in the Social Affairs and Services(1974-1975), a member in the International Consulting Committee for Out-school Education in UNESCO, a member in the Executing Council for the International Union for those who work in the scientific jobs and it consists of 19 members from all the world and  held in Paris, and the Head of the Egyptian Association for the cultural liability in Cairo.
                  She also headed a lot of scientific conferences such as the International Conference for the Social Behavior and its impact on the social development on 1963, the conference of women affairs who work in the Arab world, the conference of the family which held in The United Arabic Republic on 1964, and the conference of the Middle East about the role of the woman in the rural development on 1973. On 1966, the American Government invited her to visit the Unites States of America in the program of the great international leaders; she stayed there three months and participated in the international conference for the social service in Chicago

                   The National Association for the Defense of Rights and Freedoms confirms that the Egyptian woman who didn't get all her rights till today, this Egyptian woman was a minister in the Arab world since 70 years. Although the progress in the third millennium is very slow that now, there are just 3 women ministers in the current government.   
