Cairo, March 16, 2010
                         Series

"Women paved the participation way"

                                                          (16)

                                  Hamida Khalil

         The first woman martyr of the 1919 revolution.

                     On March 16, identified as Egyptian Women's Day; hence the National Association for the Defense of Rights and Freedoms selected today's character to be in the series " women paved the participation way " " she" the Egyptian militant / Hamida Khalil, the first woman  martyr of the revolution; which occurred on 1919. The Egyptian woman participated in demonstrations and strikes with the help of Hamida Khalil. She died on March 14, 1919 by the Britain bullets as the first woman martyr of the revolution; she participated in the first row of the demonstration in front of Al-Hussein Mosque. After four days, Sadie Hassan died as a martyr in a popular demonstration in district Bulaq, and followed by Chafika Ashmawi(grand funeral was held for her),Aisha Omar, Fatma ryad, and Nagia Esmail. All these women were easy targets to the British bullets because they were simply «common people».
                      Her martyrdom was an engine for the women, On March 16 came the first women's demonstration, consisting of 300 women lead them Ms. / Hoda Shaarawi and they wandered consulates and foreign embassies with a statement of protest to the survival of the British occupation in Egypt, and when they went to the nations house, the British soldiers tried to prevent them of continuing their march; then a second demonstration occurred on March 20, that had led to the community's recognition of their role to the extent that Sa'ad Zaghloul Pasha, after his return from exile, said in his first statement to him: "you all must acclaim":" Long live the Egyptian Woman. "
                    The National Association for the Defense of Rights and Freedoms confirms that the Egyptian woman is a symbol of the struggle, established in ancient and modern times light lines in all areas, as she was a Queen ,a judge ,a poet, an artist , author , a legist, and a fighter. In addition, the Egyptian women contribute to her full potential in the care of her home and her family. The mother is a wife, a daughter or sister; and everyone should recognize her value and role in society, and her right to gain all her rights.
                  The idea becomes clear when we trace what happened on March 16 that the high class women went out in the streets of Cairo, condemning the violence and repression shown by the Britain's against the Egyptians, and protesting against the arrest of national leaders. A crowd of women estimated between 150 to 300 women were gathered in the house of Ahmad Abu Soba'a wife in Garden City that they left their cars and carts, and started to walk on their feet.
        (From the book Margo Badran, pioneers of Egyptian women's movement, 2000).
                After the women submitted an objection for the American, French, and Italian commission, they continued their march until they reached the House of Nations. And when they became near of it, the British soldiers surrounded them and then Russell pasha (Tomas Russell) –the leader of Cairo police at that time- punished these women by keeping them under the hot rays of the sun for 3 hours. The colonist thought that this punishment was severe for these women, that they didn't use bullets with these women like other women. (Public ones).
 There are some considerable issues in these events:

          First: 

                   The non-concern by narrating these events generally, so the history shifted this day to an unidentified day without memories, and women and girls prevented from keeping in touch with the past when they weren't ostracized or dishonored as a peril threatens the nation and the society if they participated in the public life.

            Second:

                      When the history narrates these events, we just remember Hoda Sharawi as if all the women of the nation shortened in Hoda Sharawi.without any regard for other women of the nation (the masses).

                            This just means the vision and the mechanism how the history narrates itself. History always erases the women of its records. And if it mentioned women, it just mentions the famous ones. It also seems that the class played a great role in the treatment and the punishment of the colonist (that it was easy to kill the public women but the punishment for the high class women was just keeping them under the hot rays of the sun)

             Third:

                       Selecting 16 March expresses the same vision, that this was the day when Hoda Sharawi and Rose Alyosef and others went out. In spite of the martyrdom of Hamida Khalil on 14 March by the hand of the British bullets which considered as an important event in the modern Egyptian history.
             Fourth:

                        When they let women under the hot rays of the sun, there were orders given not to harm them, as Margo Badran said (the force was especially used with the low class). But Russell pasha wrote in his book that (the officers gave permissions for the compulsory soldiers to use their rural sarcasm with the elegant ladies). Hoda Sharawi said in her diaries that (some women began to scold the Egyptian officers, and some of these officers influenced by women words and began to cry).
        It is obvious here that the colonist compresses the weak points, and it also succeeded in that as we see the results now.

         There is urgent necessary for re-reading all the significances of choosing this day as the Egyptian woman day. And what this choosing signifies. At the same time we must link between what happened and what is happening now. To avoid the questioning about the reason of the existence of women in the public life as it isn't a matter needed to be explained and justified. 
