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"Women paved the participation way"

                                                                        (12)

                                              Doria Shafik

                                  (The Daughter of the Nile)

                  She is one of the pioneers of the women liberation movement in Egypt; she fought against the British occupation of Egypt, she is an Egyptian researcher who born in Tanta on 1908 and died in Egypt on 1975. She was the reason to make the Egyptian woman obtain the right to vote in elections and nominating in the Egyptian constitution on 1956.
                   She studied at the French Delegation School in Tanta. She was sent among the first female students by the Egyptian Ministry of Education to study at the Sorbonne University in Paris at the expense of the State, the same university that she got her PhD in philosophy in 1940, and the subject of her doctoral thesis was "Women in Islam "as she proved in this doctoral thesis that the rights of women in Islam are more than the rights of any other legislation.
                   She considered as the most important founder for a number of literary periodicals; when she returned from France with her husband, the dean of the of the Faculty of Arts at Cairo University refused to appoint her in the University as long as she is a woman. So, princess Shwikar suggested appointing her as an editor-in-chief of "Almara'a Algadeda" magazine but she didn't last long in this magazine. She issued "Bent Elnil" magazine which was the first Arabic-language women's magazine geared towards educating the Egyptian woman. Then, in the late forties, she founded the full liberation movement for the Egyptian woman which known as " Bent Elnil".

                   In February 1951, Bent Elnil led a demonstration accompanied by 1500 women stormed the headquarters of the Egyptian Parliament, aiming at making the council and its head consider seriously the issues and the demands of the Egyptian woman. And after a week of the demonstration, there was a law presented to the council which provided for granting the Egyptian woman the right to vote and nominate in the parliament.

                 In 1951 she prepared a paramilitary team of Egyptian women to resist against the British army units in the Suez Canal included a willingness to fight and trained nurses to the field. She has been judged because she led women demonstration that they had surrounded the British Barclays Bank in Cairo in January 1951 and claimed for a boycott.   
