Cairo, March 6, 2010
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"Women paved the participation way"                                                                     
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                                 Malak Hefni Nasef

                              The Desert Researcher

              She is an Egyptian activist in women and human rights field, and also facing the British colonial in Egypt. She was called" the desert researcher".
               Malak Hefni Nasef was born on December 25, 1886 and died on October 17, 1918. She is an Egyptian author and an inviter for the social reform and the liberty and justice of the Egyptian woman in the early twentieth century; she was raised in a house of knowledge and literature, she found great care of her father when he saw her intelligence and genius.
              She is the daughter of the Egyptian poet Hefni Nassef, she had a strong relation with Al Fayoum since her marriage in 1907 of the Arab Sheikh Abdul Sattar Elbasel, and the leader of Elremah Libyan tribe in Fayoum, and the brother of Hamad Elbasel Pasha, the mayor of Elbasel palace in Etsa headquarter in Elfayom. 
              She lived in Elbasel palace in Elfayoum; she adopted the name (The Desert researcher) which was deprived from Elfayoum Researcher who has a great influence on Malak. She had a great knowledge and a lot of writings in several journals and publications. She has a good command of English and French and some other languages.

                 Malak Nasef is considered as the first Egyptian woman who called for the liberty of women and the equality between men and women. She is also the first Egyptian woman who has the certificate of First Instance in 1900, and later she had the high Education certificate.
                 Malak Nasef established a lot of associations such as: The Decency Women's Union Association, which contains a lot of women in Egypt and the Arab countries and also some foreigners. and  The Association of Nursing  which was sending medicines, blankets, clothing and food to the affected areas in Egypt and the Arab countries. She had a lot of essays which were published in Aigareda newspaper, then she collected them in a book entitled as "Feminists" in two parts, and she issued another book entitled as "women rights" but she died before it had been finished. The majority of her works involves girls' upbringing, women guiding, and family problems.

             She had been diagnosed with the Spanish influenza and died 1918 at the age of 32 years in Fayoum, where she lived until her death. She was buried in her family graves in Elemam Elshafii , Hafez Ebrahim and Khalil Matran elegized her in two poems, and also the Lebanese author Mai Zeiada. A lot of institutions and streets in Egypt were named after Malak Hefni in recognition of her role in the field of women's rights. 
            Malak Hefni Nassef was launched in the reform ideas of the Islamic law and the commitment with its rules, she saw the need to teach girls the right Islamic religion, and to make primary education compulsory, and specifying some girls to learn the whole medicine, as well as science, education and teaching art to be able to help women in Egypt. And she gave the full freedom for those who want to learn other sciences. Malak called for following the legality way in engagement and marriage and commitment to wear the veil, and she supported the work of women on one condition that not clashed with her role as a wife and a mother. 
             The National Association for the Defense of Rights and Freedoms confirms that The Desert Researcher worked and defended the rights of women and was active in the field of human rights and women in the early last century, before we hear today about the consensus of judges to reject the appointment of women judges.






